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✓ Government income
supports work to reduce 
child poverty

✓ 116,500 poor BC children is 
still too many

✓ Inequities continue to raise 
the poverty risk of some 
groups of children

✓ The 2020 drop in the child 
poverty rate is likely to 
disappear unless we act on 
these lessons

WHAT IS THE LESSON FROM 2020?





















THESE FAMILIES 
WOULD HAVE HAD 

TO EARN FROM 
$900 TO $1,009 

MORE PER 
MONTH TO REACH 

THE POVERTY 
LINE. 



IMPACT OF LIVING IN DEEP POVERTY:
PAYING THE RENT AND FOOD INSECURITY

The gap between market 
rents for vacant units 
compared to occupied 
ones greatly widened 
between 2020 and 2022. 
In 2022, families faced an 
average asking rent that 
was 43% higher than that 
paid by a renter who 
already occupied a unit.



LOW WAGES AND PRECARIOUS WORK
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67%

37%
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WHICH FAMILIES RECEIVED WHICH BENEFITS?



HOW MUCH DID RICHER AND POORER FAMILIES RECEIVE?





25 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ALL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT

TAX FAIRNESS AND INCOME SUPPORT
Minimum wages  |  Living wages  |  Welfare rates  |  Child benefits  |  EI reform  |  Tax reform

TARGETED INITIATIVES FOR GROUPS OVER-REPRESENTED IN POVERTY DATA
Indigenous communities |  Newcomers  |  Youth in/from care  |  Kinship caregivers

LOWER BARRIERS AND IMPROVE LIVES THROUGH UNIVERSAL PROGRAMS
Child care  | Support for families raising children with disabilities |
Public health  |  Affordable housing  |  Public schools  |  Public transit  | Digital access  |  Pharmacare 





RECOMMENDATIONS
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RECOMMENDATIONS
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KEEP IN TOUCH

Read the full BC Child Poverty Report Card, support our calls 
to action, and subscribe to the The Child & Youth Advocate 
newsletter at: www.firstcallbc.org

Follow us on Twitter @FirstCallBC 

Email us at info@firstcallbc.org

http://www.firstcallbc.org/
mailto:info@firstcallbc.org
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