ECD ROUNDTABLE MINUTES
Via Zoom call

Wednesday, February 16, 2022
9:30 am – 12:00 pm
IN ATTENDANCE
Emily Gawlick, Early Childhood Educators of BC (Chair)
Mab Oloman, Coalition of Child Care Advocates of BC
(Recorder)
Sharon Gregson, Coalition of Child Care Advocates of BC
Marya McVicar, Métis Family Services
Carole Choi, Union Gospel Mission
Joanne Yu, Union Gospel Mission
Kim Jensen, Kamloops community volunteer
Alison Merton, Collingwood Neighbourhood House
Alisa Almas, HELP
Jennifer Westoby, BC Council for Families
Maria Cargnelli, Archway Community Services
Nichole Osborne, Options Community Services
Audrey Hobbs-Johnson, Canadian Federation of University
Women

Sheila Pepper, Canadian Federation of University Women
Mary Dolan, Duncan
Helen Stortini, Social Venture Partners Vancouver
Mariana Berbel, Union Gospel Mission
Kirin Sandhu, Westcoast Child Care Resource Centre
Brenda Lohrenz, Eastside Family Place
Heather Beach, Family Support Institute
Shannon Renault, MCFD
Becky Bennett
Golnar Vaziri, MOSAIC
Farzaneh Sani, North Shore CCRR
Helesia Luke, First Call
Adrienne Montani, First Call
Barb McEachern, First Call

27 participants in attendance via Zoom.
1. Welcome, recognition of Indigenous lands and agenda
Emily Gawlick chairing.
• Recognition of Indigenous lands, introductions, regrets
• Agenda adopted
2. Review of Previous Meeting Minutes – November 17, 2021, no changes
• Minutes accepted.
• Actions arising or pending
o Review of draft letter calling for restoration of a Provincial Advisor for IDP and SCDP.
Letter approved for sending.
o Review of issues related to children who need support needs within the context of the
provincial deferred to next meeting.
3. ECD Sector Updates/Presentations/Discussions
•

Alliance for Professionals Serving Young Parents and Young Parent Programs
(APSYP) update – Presenters Jennifer Westoby (BC Council for Families), Maria Cargnelli
(Archway Community Services, Abbotsford), Nichole Osborne (Options Community Services,
Surrey).
APSYP is a provincial network of Young Parent Program (YPP) staff who connect, share best
practices, and collaborate. Members also advocate for the needs of these programs to
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enhance positive outcomes for the young parent families they serve. Under non-pandemic
circumstances they usually have an annual conference. The Alliance was established in 1990
through the YWCA, and since 2007, the BC Council for Families has been committed to its
coordination.
YPPs operate in 32 communities across BC. Those who are eligible for young parent programs
(YPPs) range in age from 14 to 24 years and need child care and other supports to finish their
secondary education. They tend to be under-resourced and face issues such as housing,
transportation, finances, mental health and/or unhealthy relationships.
Young parents are usually eligible for assistance with their child care fees through the
Affordable Child Care Benefit (ACCB) and a “top-up” to $1500/ month if they have given birth
to their first child before the age of 20 and are participating in an education program for the
purpose of completing Grade 12. In many cases $1500 still does not cover the full fee. So far
only two Young Parent Programs have been designated as the $10aDay sites, one in
Coquitlam and the other in Burnaby.
The supports provided to young parents by YPPs are wide ranging and can include child care;
parent education and resources; mental health support and/or counselling; help with
completing forms and referrals to community agencies; in-program meals, grocery gift cards
and/or food to take home; infant supplies; transportation; outreach support for pregnant or athome parents; individual and group support. YPP staff need specialized skills and education to
be able to support and engage with the youth, many of whom are highly vulnerable and have
complex needs.
In 2020, 8.3% (3580 of 42,996 ) of live births in BC were women aged 15-24 (Stats Can). At
least 180 young parents under the age of 24 were supported by YPPs in BC (APSYP survey
school year 2020-2021). At least 75 children of young parents were in child care (APSYP
Survey). 42% of young parents identified as Indigenous (APSYP Survey).
The three presenters took turns describing the issues faced and services needed by young
parents. Collaboration and support from community partners - specifically school districts and
MCFD are important and can include classroom engagement, space, low or no rent, etc. Not all
school districts offer these supports. One YPP lost its child care centre and it was very difficult
to find spots for the children in other community child care programs.
Births by young parents are decreasing, however many of today’s young parents are
presenting with complex needs, exacerbated by the pandemic. This illustrates the importance
of early childhood educators having a trauma informed lens.
The Young Parent Alumni Survey 2021-2022 found among other things, that:

• 77% of young parent alumni said their children were better prepared for elementary
school and they were better prepared to cope with their challenges, thanks to the
YPP.
• After they left the YPP, 28% of young parents graduated from secondary school;
24.5% got a training certificate and almost 61% went on to get a post-secondary
diploma or degree.
• Currently, 56% of young parents are working full-time and 12.5% are working part-time.
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The presenters also spoke about the gaps in service and proposed how to address them.
• Young parents who give birth to their first child over the age of 20 and are still working
towards completing grade 12 are not eligible to get the Young Parent “top-up” to the ACCB.
(Explanation: If a student had their first child before their 20th birthday, they may continue
to receive the top up to age 24 years if they are working to complete Grade 12. And, if the
student had a baby at 19, then has a second child at age 23 the YPP can get the ACCB top
up for the new baby. But if she is 23 and had a baby at 20 the YPP can’t get the top up for
her.) https://bit.ly/362ViwZ
• Once young parents have completed their secondary education, they are no longer able to
access the Young Parent portion of the ACCB so can’t access the supports that come with it.
• Many Young Parent Programs are without the regional MCFD contracts that allow them to
provide wraparound support.
Suggestions include:
• Modify the program criteria to include parents who give birth to their first child before the
age of 24 (instead of age 20). MCFD and Public Health programs and services that support
youth, define the eligibility age as under the age of 25.
• Add a transitional time of 18 months for young parents who have completed their secondary
education.
• Provide all YPPs with the option to have MCFD outreach and coordination contracts. Having
an MCFD regional contract improves the provision of front-line support workers, parenting
support, etc.
When asked how First Call and the ECD Roundtable can help, the response was:
• Send a letter of support for their advocacy efforts
• Reach out to the YPP in your area to provide funding, in-kind donations and/or other ways to
partner to support young parents
• Provide research support: is there someone in your organization who can a) do research for
the Alliance or b) write reports based on our data?
• MCFD child care update / Q&A - Shannon Renault, Executive Director of the
Stakeholder Engagement and Divisional Services, Child Care Division
Shannon presented a brief overview of the government’s roll out of the Childcare BC Plan
since it was launched in 2018. They plan to continue to work towards child care that is
culturally safe and with indigenous communities and to develop a distinctions-based child
care approach. (See #10 of the Principles respecting the Government of Canada's
relationship with Indigenous peoples.” A distinctions-based approach is needed to ensure that
the unique rights, interests and circumstances of the First Nations, the Métis Nation and Inuit
are acknowledged, affirmed, and implemented.” https://bit.ly/3qKKBXN .) They are also
working towards a more streamlined or unified way to fund child care because the number of
different operational funding programs are administratively burdensome on child care
providers as well as on government.
The next part of Shannon’s presentation drew the most interest from participants as it was
about the pending move of child care from the Ministry of Children and Family Development
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to the Ministry of Education, the proposed new governance structure, regional approach and
six Regional Centres. To summarize, the following is taken from Shannon’s PowerPoint slides.
•

Governance structure - Government of BC needs additional resources to establish and
grow a system of early learning and child care that: responds to the diverse needs of
children, families, and communities; integrates community and school-based systems;
embodies access, affordability, and consistent quality; recruits and retains qualified
Educators/Caregivers; and grows public and non-profit settings, leveraging existing
resources.

•

Regional Approach - will aim to: respect and honour what currently exists, build from
regional strengths; reflect the unique regional opportunities and complexities; ensure
provincial policies are informed by and respond to local needs and opportunities;
strengthen regional and local relationships to increase capacity.
Regional Centres - will be geographically aligned with the existing BC School
Superintendents Association Chapters. https://bcssa.org/about-us/chapters/. It is
anticipated that the centres will be developed as a division or branch of the Ministry of
Education.

•

The anticipated role of Regional Centres: to build understanding of regional work that
community partners and school districts are already leading; facilitate a region-wide
planning process to set strategic priorities for data and research, space creation,
workforce development and quality assurance; work to strengthen sector capacity and
regional relationships; participate in shared learning to inform provincial policy and
ensure regional needs are well-represented; evolve scope and roles over time.

Shannon reiterated they are at the “high level” thinking stage and details have yet to be
confirmed. She described the plan for public engagement that started in December 2021 and
encouraged all to participate. For details see: Early Learning and Child Care Engagement:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/caring-for-youngchildren/childcarebc-engagement
Questions arising were limited due to time constraints, but in response Shannon confirmed
that the Office of the Minister of State for Child Care and the whole child care team are
moving to the Ministry of Education. Programs such as Supported Child Development, and
Aboriginal Supported Child Development will stay with MCFD. Shannon expects that a part of
the role of the regional centres will be to explore what the other types of family services (
e.g. family resource centres etc.) are in the region.
Two observations were made about wordings on the slides - the government appears to be
using the term “early learning and care” - when in BC the term “early care and learning” is
commonly used “ for good reason” and, the reference to caregivers on slide 6 “qualified
Educators/Caregivers” needs explaining because the hope is to move up the standard of
education for child care providers.
• HELP’s CHEQ (Childhood Experiences Questionnaire) study data - Dr. Alisa Almas
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CHEQ is a questionnaire completed by parents and caregivers at the start of the kindergarten
school year. http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/cheq/ It includes questions about young children’s
experiences across multiple areas of development and helps communities identify needs and
develop services for children and families in the early years. In September 2021, in addition to
completing the standard CHEQ questionnaire, families of kindergarten students in 19 school
districts across BC were asked additional questions about the impact the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic is having on parents and caregivers, children and families. Over 5000
parents/caregivers participated in the 2021 questionnaire. The goal is to expand CHEQ across
the province by the end of the 2024 school year, with financial support from the Ministry of
Health.
Alisa summarized the 2021 results specific to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on BC
families with young children. http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/media/2021_cheq_covid19_report_final-20211206.pdf The following is taken from her slides:
Impact on parents/caregivers: during the pandemic
• 41% said they had less access to consistent child care
• 50% said they felt less rested
• 45% said they had less time to take care of themselves
• 64% said they felt less connected to family and friends
• 42% reported their level of STRESS during the last six months of the pandemic to be
HIGH or VERY HIGH
Impact on children's experiences:
• 55% of children spent 1 hour or less being physically active in unorganized physical
activity per day .
• 44% indicated their child had 1 or more hours of screen time on their own per day
during the pandemic
The Canadian 24-hour Movement Guidelines recommends that children ages 3-4 engage in 180
minutes per day of physical activity, with at least 60 minutes of energetic physical activity and
sedentary screen time should be no more than 1 hour—less is better.
https://www.participaction.com/en-ca/benefits-and-guidelines/early-years-0-to-4.
Impact on family time and socio-economic status:
• 42% of parents/caregivers indicated that their families played together more frequently
during the pandemic and 21% indicated that their families ate together more frequently
• 25% indicated that their family income decreased 25%
• While 87% indicated that they had accessed healthy foods (about the same as prepandemic), 5% indicated they had less access to healthy foods.
Impact on access to services & supports:
• 48% continued to use their supports and services, but differently
• 33% identified COVID-19 as a barrier to accessing health care professionals and 84%
identified it as a barrier to accessing local community activities,
In response to questions, Alisa said they currently target larger school districts and there are
translated versions of the survey. She spoke briefly about the responses to other parts of the
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2021 questionnaire, comparisons with previous years and ways collaborators and districts have
been using the CHEQ data. She also touched on the relationship between the CHEQ data and
EDI results.
•

2022 ROADMAP for $10aDAY Child Care in BC - Sharon Gregson (CCCABC)
Sharon provided a very quick update because there was not enough time remaining for the
full presentation. The 2nd edition of the Roadmap offers a framework for implementing the
$10aDay Plan within the context of the timelines, targets, and financial commitments in the
historic bilateral Early Learning and Child Care Agreement signed by BC and Canada in July
2021. https://www.10aday.ca/2022_roadmap
Sharon also invited everyone who would like a full overview of the 2022 Roadmap to sign up
for either the February 24th afternoon or evening webinars.
(Note: the evening webinar is now available online. How to build the child care system we
need https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=meRPlfoU7lQ.It. It includes highlights of the 2022
Roadmap to $10aDay Child Care; a summary of the recent commitments made by both the
provincial and federal governments under the $3.2 billion Bilateral Early Learning and Child
Care Agreement; and responses to audience questions about the $10aDay plan and the
current state of child care in BC.)

4. Partner Updates and New Resources
• Early Childhood Educators of BC (ECEBC) https://www.ecebc.ca/
Upcoming virtual conference May 13 and 14th. Save the date. Plans to include some amazing
international, provincial, and national speakers. There has been consultation with Dr. Bonny
Henry and other provincial officials about guidelines for supporting young children and childcare
providers through the pandemic.
• Métis Family Services https://www.metisfamilyservices.ca/. Have an application in to the
child care spaces fund and are hoping to partner with the City of Surrey on an expansion of
Chuck Bailey Recreation Centre to provide two infant toddler rooms and three to five as well as
school care in the recreation center.
•

Family Support Institute of BC (FSI) https://familysupportbc.com/. Upcoming workshops
useful for families. For full list see: https://familysupportbc.com/calendar-fsievents/ Also
useful for families is WayFinders (a free program started in 1991 by FSI) through which
facilitators support families with person-centered planning https://wayfindersbc.ca/

5. Future Meeting Dates and Venue
All meetings are scheduled for Wednesday mornings from 9:30 am to 12:00 pm.
2022 meeting dates:
April 27 | June 22 | September 21 | November 16
RSVPs invited to info@firstcallbc.org Links to the Zoom calls will be sent out in advance of the
meetings and posted to the First Call website on this page. https://firstcallbc.org/ourcoalition/ecdroundtable/
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