COALITION MEETING MINUTES
ZOOM MEETING

WEDNESDAY, MAY 12, 2021 9:15 TO 11:30 AM
PRESENT:
Gyda Chud, Coalition of Child Care Advocates BC
Lorena Bishop, Federation of BC Youth in Care Networks
Jane Bouey, Parent Support Services BC
Erika Cedillo, Inclusion BC
Michael Charrois, for MLA Susie Chant
Carole Choi, Union Gospel Mission
Derek De Biasio, Crane Management Consultants
Dylan Falconer, PLEA
Karen Forsyth, McCreary Centre Society
Stephanie Howell, Society for Children and Youth of BC
Sharnelle Jenkins-Thompson, West Coast LEAF
Kim Jensen, Innovative Changes
Caroline Kent, BCGEU Component 3
Lisa Meneian, Deaf Children’s Society of BC
Erica Mark, McCreary Centre Society, TRRUST

Ashley McKay, MCFD
Cheryl Mixon, First Call Steering Committee
Jessy Neal, Federation of BC Youth in Care Networks
Chris Rambaran, UBC
Jim Staton, Family Services of Greater Vancouver
Carole Anne Soong, University Women’s Club Vancouver
Nicky Bowman, BC Society of Transition Houses
Michelle Bell, Federation of Community Social Services
Helesia Luke, First Call
Adrienne Montani, First Call
Susan Russell, First Call, Fostering Change
Anastasia French, First Call, Living Wage for Families

1.

WELCOME, RECOGNITION OF INDIGENOUS LANDS, INTRODUCTIONS,
AGENDA
Gyda Chud, chairing, acknowledged we are meeting on the unceded traditional territories of the Musqueam,
Tsleil-Waututh and Squamish Nations and calling in from many other First Nations territories. Introductions were
entered in the zoom chat box.
2.

FIRST CALL UPDATES/ CALLS TO ACTION

ECD Roundtable
The last Early Childhood Development Roundtable was held on 28th April. The meeting included a presentation
on the Roadmap for the 10aDay Child Care Plan by the Coalition of Child Care Advocates. Tara Nargang
presented on the network of 94 Family Resource Programs and shared learnings on how families have adapted
during COVID-19. The ECD Roundtable agreed to write a letter to the Government asking them to be bold on
their investments for early childhood development.
Fostering Change
Susan gave an update on Fostering Change. They will be mailing pamphlets to 1000 households in Premier
Horgan’s constituency to remind them that it has been 3 years since Premier Horgan's commitment to improve
post majority supports. On May 4th they partnered with VACFASS, TRRUST Collective and A Way Home
Kamloops to host a consultation session with youth on homelessness. She’s worked with youth to host a creative
campaigning workshop to reframe their ask to government.
Living Wage for Families Campaign
The Living Wage for Families Campaign polled living wage employers in BC to ask whether they support paid
sick leave for their employees during and beyond the COVID-19 pandemic. Over 50 employers responded in
support of paid sick leave and signed an open letter calling on the BC government to take immediate action to
ensure every worker in British Columbia has access to paid sick leave — during the COVID-19 pandemic and
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beyond. They are now looking forward to working with Government to introduce a permanent paid sick leave
scheme.
Children’s Right to Housing Project
With support from a Law Foundation grant, we are exploring how the law can better protect BC children’s right
to housing, particularly for low income and other vulnerable child populations, with the intention to inform and
influence legislative and policy reforms. To help with this research, we have recruited a law student to carry out
a legal literature review and a project advisory committee.
Child benefits for youth in care
Government benefits (e.g. Canada Child Benefit, Early Learning Bond) should be going to children and youth in
care. Ontario and Alberta have set up accounts for children to receive this money, however BC hasn’t. This is a
child rights issue. First Call members have raised this issue with several ministries, but discussions haven’t
gotten very far. If you have any information on this, then please do get in touch with Adrienne.
Q: Are Public Guardian and Trustee, Community Legal Assistance Society and Representative for Children and
Youth engaged with this? A: The issue has been raised with them
COMMENT: Some kinship carers are experiencing the same issue, and so Parent Support Services would be
interested in getting involved.
First Call transition update
We have now incorporated a new non-profit society with the name First Call Child and Youth Advocacy Society.
Eight First Call Steering Committee members have stepped up to be the founding directors. We have set up a
bank account and other infrastructure services, engaged an accounting service and a technology platform for
the new society for the end of June. Vancity Community Foundation continues to hold and accept our charitable
funds, while we work on applying for charitable status. At the moment, office space is a lower priority as staff
can work from home and First Call needs to work out the budgetary implications of its new operations in other
areas first.
3.
DEBRIEF ON PROVINCIAL AND FEDERAL BUDGETS’ IMPACTS ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Adrienne provided an update on the provincial and federal budgets, placing it in the context of the
recommendations First Call and many member organizations made in our budget submissions last year.
The federal government announced a $30 billion investment to help introduce a $10 a day child care plan within
5 years. However, the provincial government’s child care investment was less than they had previously
promised.
The provincial budget contained two other disappointments – no significant funding increase for children and
youth with extra support needs (CYSN) and no new funding for youth transitions out of care. The lack of
investment in the new CYSN Framework will not help address wait times for access to needed therapies or the
inadequacy of the At Home Program. There seems to be confusion over where responsibility for youth leaving
care lies. The pandemic measures are limited in terms of cost, but no commitment to extend it beyond the
pandemic showed up in the 3 year budget projection.
COMMENTS:
• Other provinces are doing stuff for youth in care. BC underspent on support for children and youth in
care in the last fiscal year.
• There needs to be money for early years mental health.
• Health budget doesn’t include anything on dental care. Knows of two 6-year-old girls who were eating
soft food because they couldn’t afford the dental care. There’s a gap for refugee children, also for adults
who need dental care because they can’t parent as well as they’d like, but they can’t get help.
• They At Home Program is difficult to get funding for. Province provides $80 an hour for services but
providers charge $150 an hour.

•

There’s a long waitlist for autism diagnosis. If you can afford to go private it’s still a 6-12 month wait.
For families who can’t afford it it’s pretty overwhelming and then they miss out on services. Trying to
get a youth in care assessed can take years. Impacting all kids in all systems.

4.
YOUTH TRANSITIONS FROM CARE – INFORMATION-SHARING WITH SERVICE PROVIDERS.
Members shared their experiences of supporting youth transition from care:
• There’s a lot of support now out there, but it is difficult to navigate access.
• Higher functioning youth are struggling to navigate the support, it’s nearly impossible for individuals
who have lived a life in care struggling to navigate a life in post-secondary.
• The biggest struggle is housing, especially on a small budget and especially during COVID. There aren’t
enough affordable places to live and people don’t want to rent to youth from care, which means that
youth are vulnerable to being exploited by landlords who ask for rent in advance or refuse to do repairs.
• There is one extra AYA worker in Surrey.
• People need to have that safe person they can use to navigate the system, but transition navigators are
being funded by temporary foundation grants. These should be a permanent resource for youth.
• Post-secondary tuition waivers are great, but it is still a steep hill to climb for youth from care.
• Young people have been saying that’s its great to have the program but need to establish staffing and a
support network with it.
• Some youth are being told they’re not eligible for AYA even if they are. Staff have to forward cases to
RCY to investigate, too many inconsistencies across the board.
• There is a huge gap between child and youth mental health and adult mental health services.
• The demand for CERB paybacks is very problematic for youth from care.
• The TRRUST Collective are presenting to Vancouver School Board about the need for advocates for
children and youth in care in elementary and secondary schools.
• There are MCFD info sessions on May 26 & 27 about how to access post secondary supports: contact
Ashley.frerichs@gov.bc.ca
5.

MEMBER UPDATES

Some kinship caregivers are classified as ‘single’ for the purposes of the BC Recovery Benefit, rather than as
‘family’, which means they are only eligible for $500, instead of $1,000. There is inconsistency in government
response when this is brought to their attention. Denying this benefit is effectively ignoring the children in these
families.
ACTION: First Call will write a letter to the Premier and relevant ministers to express our concerns about this.
BC Society of Transition Houses: Their 2021 Virtual Annual Training Forum will be taking place from October
20-22, 2021. Call for Proposals is open for anyone who may like to apply to deliver a workshop:
https://tinyurl.com/hnwvxy2e
6.

MEETING ADJOURNED

Time and date of next meeting
June 9, 2021, from 9:15 - 11:30 AM, with Minister of Children and Family Development [NOTE: MEETING
CANCELLED]
July 14, 2021, from 9:15 – 11:30 AM, with Minister of Education and Minister of Children and Family
Development.
No meeting in August.

