COALITION MEETING MINUTES
ZOOM MEETING

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14, 2021 9:15 TO 11:30 AM
PRESENT:
Gyda Chud, Coalition of Child Care Advocates (Chair)
Bronwyn Armstrong, Representative for Children & Youth
Heather Beach, Family Support Institute
Nicky Bowman, BC Society of Transition Houses
Madhvi Russell, Indigenous Services Canada
Carly Quinlan, Spirit of the Children Society
Athena Estremadura, Vancouver Aboriginal Friendship
Centre, University Women’s Club
Janet Fraser, Vancouver School Board
Samantha Gambling, Public Health Association, BC
Daniel Garfinkel, Treehouse Vancouver
Etti Goldman, Centre for Israel & Jewish Affairs
Stephanie Howell, Society for Children and Youth
Tracey Humphreys, BC Ed Access
Jim Staton, Family Services of Greater Vancouver
Jennifer Vadeboncoeur, UBC
Deb Walker, United Church
Calum Scott, Pacific Community Resources Society
Carole Anne Soong, University Women’s Club Vancouver
Angela Jacombe
Garrett Jones, McCreary Centre Society
Shari Laliberte Vancouver Community College
Mike Lally, DIVERSEcity
Heather Lynch, Options Community Services
John Millar, Public Health Association of BC
Mia Mohamed, Seabird Island
Faye Willick, DASH
Sheila Pepper, Canadian Federation of University Women
Lisa Meneian, Deaf Children’s Society of BC
Cheryl Mixon, First Call Steering Committee
Jessy Neal, Federation of BC Youth in Care Networks
Caroline Kent, BCGEU Component 3
Leslie Mitchell, Fraser Region Aboriginal Friendship Centre
Irene Jesso, Social Workers
Deborah Abraham, Unique Get Together Society
Sean Kaser, Indigenous Services Canada
Anna Zanella, Friendship House Assoc. of Prince Rupert
Stephanie Roy, Aboriginal Infant Development, Seabird
Island
Rose MacDonald, Spirit of the Children Society
Kerridan Dougan, Inclusion BC

1.

Karen Forsyth, McCreary Centre Society
Carole Choi, Union Gospel Mission
Darcy Morgan, Roots of Empathy
Carol Madsen, Parent Support Services Society
Christina Campbell, Parent Support Services Society
Kim McKenzie, Representative for Children & Youth
Adrienne Montani, First Call
Susan Russell, First Call, Fostering Change
Anastasia French, First Call/Living Wage for Families
Angela Heaton
Kevin Pedersen
Scythia Pang, VCC Student
Kajal Parmar, VCC Student
Kim Calder, VCC Student
Taylor Anderson, VCC Student
Shirlina Mak, VCC Student
Emma Santos, VCC Student
Chrystal Tang, VCC Student
Shobina Kumar, VCC Student
Magdalena Podsiad, VCC Student
Portia Bunuan, VCC Student
Stephanie Chu, VCC Student
Rose Temple, VCC Student
Ruth, VCC Student
Julia Katalevsky, VCC Student
Kristian Narvaez, VCC Student
Christina Munoz, VCC Student
Christine, VCC Student
John David, VCC Student
Lauren Lebek, VCC Student
Nadia Dean, VCC Student
Silvanna Mayott, VCC Student
Molly White
Chrissy Thom
Amanda
Rosalie
Jill
Glenda
REGRETS:
Erika Cedillo, Inclusion BC

WELCOME, RECOGNITION OF INDIGENOUS LANDS, INTRODUCTIONS,
AGENDA

322-312 Main Street, Vancouver BC, V6A 2T2
604 709 6970 TOLL FREE 1 800 307 1212 info@firstcallbc.org www.firstcallbc.org

Gyda Chud, chairing, acknowledged we are meeting on the unceded traditional territories of the Musqueam,
Tsleil-Waututh and Squamish Nations and calling in from many other First Nations territories. Introductions were
entered in the zoom chat box.
2.

FIRST CALL UPDATES/ CALLS TO ACTION

ECD Roundtable
The next Early Childhood Development Roundtable will be on 28th April. The agenda will include a presentation
on the Roadmap for the 10aDay Child Care Plan by the Coalition of Child Care Advocates, Tara Nargang on
Family Resource Programs, and a discussion of provincial and federal budget impacts.
Fostering Change
Susan reported on a successful workshop for the youth team in early April with 18 participants, where they
discussed the interim measure for youth in/from care from MCFD and what equitable transitions to adulthood for
youth in care should look like. The Campaign had a small grant from the Children’s Aid Foundation of Canada
which allowed the Campaign to engage 140 youth over the past 6 months alone in a series of learning and
advocacy activities. More capacity building and “Creative Campaigning” workshops are planned using lessons
Susan has been learning from connections and mentors in the Public Policy Institute.
There will be another screening of the film “19 and Homeless” in late June, where we invite attendees to honour
team member Dillion Sterling who passed away in March. We host this event to celebrate his work in advocacy
for post majority transition support.
Living Wage for Families Campaign
The Living Wage for Families Campaign has certified another 19 employers, including the first brewery and
liquor store (Spinnakers), security company (Themis Security) and animation studio (Bardel). The cities of North
Vancouver and Langley have also both voted to become Living Wage municipalities. A full list of Living Wage
Employers can be found at https://www.livingwageforfamilies.ca/living_wage_employers
Children’s Right to Housing Project
With support from a Law Foundation grant, we are exploring how the law can better protect BC children’s right
to housing, particularly for low income and other vulnerable child populations, with the intention to inform and
influence legislative and policy reforms. To help with this research, we have recruited a law student to carry out
a legal literature review and a project advisory committee.
First Call transition update
We have now incorporated a new non-profit society with the name First Call Child and Youth Advocacy Society.
Eight First Call Steering Committee members have stepped up to be the founding directors. We are in the
process of working through the logistics of transitioning out of our hosting relationship with Vancity Community
Foundation, such as setting up a bank account and other infrastructure services, engaging an accounting service
and a technology platform for the new society for the end of June. Vancity Community Foundation continues to
hold and accept our charitable funds, while we work on applying for charitable status.
Several partners offered possibilities for shared office space, if we are looking for this.
Budget
The federal budget will be released on April 19th and the provincial budget on the April 20th. Adrienne and Susan
will be attending the virtual ‘lock up’ prior to the release of the provincial budget. We will be reviewing the key
aspects from the budget at the next coalition meeting
Next meeting
The next coalition meeting will be on May 12th. Minister for Education, Jennifer Whiteside, will be attending. This
meeting will also be an opportunity to discuss the impacts of the 2021 provincial and federal budgets on
children, youth and families.

[Note: Minister Whiteside has since had to cancel for the May meeting.]

2. Jordan’s Principle in BC - Update and Discussion
• Madhvi Russell, Manager, Jordan’s Principle, Indigenous Services Canada BC Region
Jordan’s Principle is named in honour of Jordan River Anderson, a young boy from Norway House Cree Nation in
Manitoba who died while the federal and provincial governments were fighting over who should pay for his care.
The principle makes sure all First Nations children living in Canada can access the products, services and
supports they need, when they need them. Funding can help with a wide range of health, social and educational
needs.
In 2016, the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal (CHRT) determined the Government of Canada's approach to
services for First Nations children was discriminatory. One way we are addressing this is through a renewed
approach to Jordan's Principle. Since the ruling, the CHRT has issued a number of follow-up orders about
Jordan's Principle. In May 2017, the CHRT ordered that the needs of each individual child must be considered, to
ensure the following is taken into account under Jordan's Principle:
•
•
•

substantive equality
providing culturally appropriate services
safeguarding the best interests of the child

Jordan’s Principle is an initiative, not an ongoing government program with a fixed budget. It is there to address
the immediate needs of the child and to look at where gaps are in services and support for the child.
In BC, the initiative was formerly administered by the First Nations Health Authority. Over the past 18 months it
has transitioned from FHNA to ISC, BC Region. In part this is because Jordan’s Principle serves more than just
the health needs of a child, but also their education and social needs. Throughout Canada Jordan’s Principle is
administered by ISC. Their role is to help families negotiate all the services that are available.
They’ve found that school districts were sending all mental health support requests for First Nations children to
Jordan’s Principle to review when educational institutions should be serving these children too. They don’t want
to erode any of the programs that already exist and should be monitoring and planning to meet the growth in
demand.
Applications for Jordan’s Principle funding need the consent of the parent or guardian of the child. Requests can
be made for individuals or groups of children.
Due to the 1- month transition between FHNA and ISCBC, the number of people helped in BC isn’t fully
accurate. Regional numbers are based on the numbers of items of support given, but BC is still recording the
number of requests it receives. This will be changing.
BC is slightly different from other provinces because First Nations Health and Education is devolved to specific
administrations. They work with over 20 Aboriginal agencies to administer and coordinate the initiative.
QUESTIONS
What’s the timing of the release of the Ministry of Education communique mentioned?
ISC and FN Education Steering Committee have worked on this for over a year and are awaiting feedback from
the MOE.
How do you balance a needs vs fixed budget?
We have no budget. We look at each request on a case-by-case basis.
How many applications come MCFD social workers for children in care? Are they turned down
because government should be looking after these children?

Social Workers are told to apply to Jordan’s principle for services outside of their scope. They should absolutely
apply. ISC was finding that things that could be covered by MCFD were being requested. If this is part of the
Ministry’s mandate, then they should look to their budget first.
Yellowhead institute research found that BC had the lowest approval rates in the country.
It’s worth exploring the number of denials vs number of requests. We cannot deny requests – only approve or
escalate for appeal to a federal committee. The appeals process will soon move outside of ISC. Groups from
different areas to form committee outside of ISC so all appeals will go there. Challenges: A lot of requests are
not child specific requests, e.g., a house for a family or a truck; not tied to needs of the child or they are above
the age of majority; a lot of “no confirmation of consent” from families; lack of supporting documentation; no
evidence of “above normative need.” We will be requiring service coordinators to track numbers. In Alberta,
70% of requests are for help navigate services, and 30% are requesting funding.
Eligibility for Métis children?
This is for First Nation and Inuit children. Métis children are not covered unless a First Nation recognizes them
as a member of the community. If they live on reserve they do qualify.
Can you get services covered while a child is on a waiting list?
Yes – we do a lot of bridging while services are being decided. We’re there for delays/denials. Challenges we
have are when there are existing services and then requests are being redirected to us. We aim to validate the
that the family, not the service provider, is in control of the request.
After an infant has turned 1 year, if not registered to a FN, but is eligible (Status Registration on
ultra slow mo since COVID) but has had to attend emergency room and parent has received a bill
almost a $1000... QUESTION: is this something that the parent might want to apply to until the
First Nations Status is completed and applied for?
YES – they can apply to us. FNHA can supply temporary health numbers to people.
• Kirsten Bevelander, BC Aboriginal Child Care Society
BCACCS will be the provincial Coordinating Hub for Jordan’s Principle and host two regional service coordinators.
They are building a website and other supports for the Jordan’s Principle regional service coordinators across the
province, including developing regular meetings of a community of practice for and with regional coordinators.
“Our goal is to find ways to ensure a good cultural fit in the way we develop our supports.”
3. Member updates
BCEdAccess: online rally tomorrow, 9:30 am – 6 pm, against restraint and seclusion in schools
https://bcedaccess.com/2021/04/06/restraint-and-seclusion/
$70 million in school district cuts projected.
https://bcedaccess.com/2021/04/12/2021-22-bc-school-district-budget-proposals/
Society for Children and Youth is hiring a new part time social worker for our Child and Youth Legal Centre
Program. Job posting closes April 25th. https://www.scyofbc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/SCY-SocialWorker-Job-Posting-2021.pdf
Roots of Empathy Research Symposium May 11th and 12th from 10:00am to noon PST. Registration in free
https://rootsofempathy.org/
BC Society of Transition Houses is excited to launch our Teen Digital Dating Violence Toolkit! This toolkit
provides anti-violence workers and parents/caregivers with information about teen digital dating violence; tips
for how to help and how to include technology into safety plans; handouts and resources about legal remedies
and Canadian organizations that can help. https://bcsth.ca/teendigitaldatingviolence/
McCreary Centre Society’s Youth Research Academy is conducting a longitudinal study of youth transitioning
out of care in BC. They are recruiting BC youth aged 18-20 who are within a year of either side of aging out of
care to complete a survey. Youth who participate will have the opportunity to complete a survey about every six
months and for each timepoint completed they will receive a $20 gift card. The study is scheduled to be open

until at least 2023. Link to more information and the surveys:
https://mcs.bc.ca/youth_transitioning_out_of_care_study Questions? Contact garrett@mcs.bc.ca or Karen at
karen@mcs.bc.ca.

