COALITION MEETING MINUTES
ZOOM MEETING

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, 2021 9:15 TO 11:30 AM
PRESENT:
Gyda Chud, Coalition of Child Care Advocates (Chair)
Marlene Adam, University Women’s Club, Vancouver
Zara Al-Zaim, DIVERSEcity
Natalie Appleyard, Citizens for Public Justice
Bronwyn Armstrong, Representative for Children & Youth
Shawn Bayes, Elizabeth Fry Society of Greater Vancouver
Nicky Bowman, BC Society of Transition Houses
Helena Browett, Community Services Maple Ridge
Janet Fraser, Vancouver School Board
Audrey Hobbs-Johnson, Federation of University Women
Charlotte Humphries, Basics for Health Society
Sharnelle Jenkins-Thompson, West Coast LEAF
Garrett Jones, McCreary Centre Society
Brenda Lenahan, BC Parents of Complex Kids
Jaime Matten, Health Sciences Association of BC
John Millar, Public Health Association of BC
Cheryl Mixon, First Call Steering Committee
Mab Oloman, Coalition of Childcare Advocates
Sheila Pepper, Canadian Federation of University Women
Mary Lynne Rimer, MLR Consulting
Laurel Rothman, Campaign 2000
Calum Scott, Pacific Community Resources Society

1.

Carole Anne Soong, University Women’s Club Vancouver
Jim Staton, Family Services of Greater Vancouver
Jennifer Vadeboncoeur, UBC
Deb Walker, United Church
Audrey Hobbs-Johnson, Canadian Federation of University
Women, BC Council
Carole Choi, Union Gospel Mission
Ashley McKay, Minister Mitzi Dean’s office
Etti Goldman, Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs
Michelle Bell, Federation of Community Social Services BC
David Green, Vancouver School of Economics, UBC
Rhys Kesselman, SFU School of Public Policy (Emeritus)
Adrienne Montani, First Call
Susan Russell, First Call, Fostering Change
Anastasia French, First Call/Living Wage for Families
Helesia Luke, First Call
Lisa
REGRETS:
Heather Lynch, Options Community Services

WELCOME, RECOGNITION OF INDIGENOUS LANDS, INTRODUCTIONS,
AGENDA

Gyda Chud, chairing, acknowledged we are meeting on the unceded traditional territories of the Musqueam,
Tsleil-Waututh and Squamish Nations, and calling in from many other First Nations territories. Introductions
were entered in the zoom chat box.
.
2.

FIRST CALL UPDATES/ CALLS TO ACTION

First Call Virtual Gala
Helesia thanked everyone who attended our virtual gala. The event was attended by over 150 people, and we
raised over $10,000 for First Call’s work.
At the event, First Call’s Champion of Child and Youth Rights Award was presented to two people – former
Finance Minister Carole James and youth homelessness advocate Katherine McParland (posthumously).
ECD Roundtable
Adrienne gave an update on February’s ECD Roundtable. The table discussed:
• Wait times for early intervention therapies for young children and the need for MCFD to set benchmarks.
• The Kids Can’t Wait Campaign which brings together several coalition member organizations and others
working with families raising children with support needs. The Campaign has identified the need for better
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data and research, better cross-sectoral collaboration, more family-centred practice in service provision and
addressing the inequity of access across regions and family situations.
The Representative for Children and Youth Office’s interest in early years and what this means.
Exploring what’s happening to isolated parents raising young children during the pandemic and the impact
of this on children’s mental health and development.

Fostering Change
This campaign has had several recent conversations with MCFD about the deadline of September 30, 2021 for
the expiration of the interim measures for Agreements with Young Adults. These conversations have had viable
and creative outcomes supporting better communications with aimed at youth in/from care by the Ministry.
This month, youth will be taking part in a writing for campaigning workshop led by local facilitator Amber Dawn.
BC Housing is offering through MCFD 200 rental subsidies for youth from care if they are in market housing and
spending more than 30% of their income on rent. Young adults from care can check if they are eligible to apply
for the subsidy by calling Provincial Centralized Screening at 1-800-663-9122 by March 17, 2021.
Living Wage for Families Campaign
Anastasia provided an update from the Living Wage for Families Campaign:
• The campaign has seen a 50% increase in enquiries from employers, with a significant number of new
applications coming from larger employers.
• Adrienne and Anastasia will be meeting with Nicholas Simons, Minister of Social Development and Poverty
Reduction to discuss what his Ministry can do to address the issue of low wage work.
• North Vancouver City Council should be voting on a motion to become a Living Wage municipality this
month.
QUESTION: What is the Living Wage for Metro Vancouver?
ANSWER: The Living Wage for Metro-Vancouver is $19.50 an hour.
First Call’s transition to a society
First Call have always had a host organization to manage charitable funds and provide operational support.
However, the hosting agreement with the Vancity Community Foundation is coming to an end and we are in the
process of incorporating as a non-profit society, with the name First Call Child and Youth Society. We are in the
process of creating the infrastructure for the new society, for example a staff benefits plan, bank account,
telephone, email and electronic filing systems, among other tasks. We have 8 founding directors of the society
who come from First Call’s Steering Committee.
QUESTION: Will you be looking for an organization to provide desk space?
ANSWER: Our team will probably continue working from home for the time being, but we will be looking for
desk and meeting space from time to time and in the future. If any organization has space to offer, please
contact adrienne@firstcallbc.org.
Submissions
BC Law Institute’s consultation on CFCSA
First Call responded to the draft recommendations in the BC Law Institute’s consultation paper reviewing parts
of the Child, Family and Community Service Act (CFCSA). Read our submission:
https://firstcallbc.org/publications/bc-law-institute-review-of-child-family-and-community-service-act/
Federal Government Pre-Budget Consultation submission
First Call made a submission to the federal government’s pre-budget consultation. Our submission contains
several recommendations to address the existing inequities affecting children and youth that have been
amplified and laid bare by the COVID-19 pandemic. A key recommendation calls for increased investment in a
national child care strategy that is universal, accessible, flexible and publicly-funded that can provide decent
work for early childhood educators while enabling parents, especially mothers, to return to work. Read our
submission: https://firstcallbc.org/publications/federal-government-pre-budget-consultation-submission/
3.

CERB CLAWBACKS AND INCOME TAXES
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First Call has received feedback that individuals are getting letters saying that they owe money for CERB
overpayments or owe taxes they can’t currently pay. We are interested what our member organizations are
hearing in this regard.
COMMENTS
• The federal government were clear from the beginning that individuals would be taxed on it and should set
money aside to pay for this.
• The CRA have just announced that some self-employed individuals who applied for the CERB based on their
gross income will not have to repay amounts received under the program, provided they otherwise qualified
for the CERB. The CRA's relief follows their earlier clarification that self-employed individuals should have
considered their pre-tax net income (not gross income) to determine if they met the CERB eligibility
requirements.
• Any issues can be raised with the federal Taxpayers’ Ombudsman.
4.
•
•
5.

UPCOMING COALITION MEETINGS
April 14 – We will be discussing Jordan’s Principle. We’ve heard that BC are not approving as many
applications using Jordan’s Principle as other provinces, despite more money put in federally.
May 12 – Jennifer Whiteside, Minister of Education, will be attending for a conversation with our members.
BC BASIC INCOME PANEL REPORT

David Green and Jonathan Kesselman from the BC Expert Panel on Basic Income presented key findings from
their research report for the BC government.
The goal is creating a more just society defined as one that provides the bases of self and social respect for
everyone. Their research found that autonomy for individuals is about more than money – it’s also about health,
community, housing, human rights. As a result, they did not recommend the introduction of a basic income in
BC but focused instead on substantial reform through 65 different recommendations across many areas. Their
findings and recommendations were targeted on several key groups who were particularly vulnerable to
experiencing poverty.
Youth leaving care
The panel had access to administrative data, including early death statistics related to care status,
representation in income assistance caseloads, high school graduation rates, pregnancy and child apprehension
from youth in care rates, the lifetime cost ($320,000) of the current inadequate support for a youth from care
and the inequity in access to Agreements with Youth Adults for Indigenous youth from care.
The panel’s recommendations include increasing MCFD resources, assigning a ministry or agency of government
to be responsible for youth from care, a $20,000/yr guaranteed income for youth leaving care, and funding
community organizations to provide consistent support for these youth, in particular Indigenous organizations.
This will cost less ($180,000 lifetime cost) than the status quo failure to support.
Data and recommendations are contained in the report and presentation slides are available.
Education support for other youth
Recommendations include focusing more supports on education early on, e.g. creation of an automatic learning
bond from birth for children in low-income families and expanding the Single Parent Employment Initiative to all
income assistance recipients.
Women fleeing domestic violence
Government financial support for women fleeing domestic violence exists but is ad hoc in delivery and women
don’t know about it. The panel recommends increased funding for transition housing and several reforms to
income assistance, including an initial lump sum advertised and guaranteed to women, and other measures to
ensure they transition to stable housing and have received the longer- term medical care they may need before
putting them on regular assistance.
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Health and housing benefits
The report recommends extended health benefits be made available to all low-income British Columbians,
starting with basic dental and creating a rental assistance program modelled on the Manitoba system.
Child benefits
The Canada Child Benefit currently gives $2.8 billion a year to BC families, and the BC Child Opportunity Benefit
gives $400 million to families in BC. The panel found that both benefits are not fully phased out until family
income gets quite high. They recommend re-targeting the BC benefit to give a higher amount to lower income
families, with less going to higher income families. In one scenario, for the same government expenditure, the
amount going to lower-income families’ first child could be increased from $1600 to $2355 per year.
Temporary and Disability Assistance reforms
The panel support recommendations from the BC Disability Panel to increase disability assistance benefit rates
to approximately the Market Basket Measure poverty threshold, more on par with what seniors in Canada
receive. They also recommend reducing the tax-back rate on earnings above $15,000/yr from 100% to 70%.
Several other recommended reforms in the report relate to the PWD application process, permanent vs.
moderate conditions, asset testing and other issues. They suggest converting disability assistance to an incometested basic income, possibly administered through the Canada Revenue Agency.
For temporary income assistance, the report recommends eliminating the asset test and the three-week worksearch requirement and making the $300/month COVID emergency benefit permanent, among other reforms.
They suggest introducing a BC earnings supplement program (separate from IA and available to all
persons with earnings sub- and near poverty levels), as three other provinces have in place.
For both temporary and disability assistance, the panel recommends merging support and shelter allowances
into a single cash allowance, not tied to the recipient’s rent cost.
QUESTIONS:
What’s the reception from government to your recommendations?
There is quite a bit of interest. The Provincial Government will have a budget deficit coming out of COVID-19
and so they’re keen to focus on the long-term impact. David and Jonathan hope that the report can help others
with their advocacy.
Which ministers did you meet with?
Met with Ministers from Poverty Reduction and Social Development, MCFD, Labour, Health, as well as with
Premier Horgan. Upcoming meeting scheduled with Attorney General/Minister Responsible for Housing.
You recommend $20,000 annual income for children leaving care. There are also challenges for
youth aging out of their parents’ income assistance benefits. Was there consideration for that
group?
Yes – we did consider it, in particular youth who have ever been in care and we talked about extending it to
youth in income assistance households. We thought that children in families contacted by MCFD – could be an
intermediate step.
Some are envisioning full employment, basic income and a federal job guarantee as steps needed
to deal with the escalating climate crisis and its effects on employment.
The panel found a universal basic income not financially feasible after looking at different costing models for BC.
They didn’t look at a federal job guarantee.
Did you look at families with children with complex disabilities? Many face huge barriers to
employment due to children’s care needs. They also face extraordinary expenses and
circumstances and need accessible housing (including rentals) as well as needing to plan for the
care of a child for their lifetime. A basic income with specific parameters that recognizes their
needs would be so beneficial as they don’t fit most of the boxes that currently exist.
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The panel didn’t have a recommendation for this group – but it is now on our radar and MCFD is looking at this.
The panel is keen to provide research support in this area and are also interested in the outcomes for children
who have a sibling with complex needs.
Could you recommend making the BC Training and Education Savings Grant automatic?
The panel didn’t examine it specifically, but it fits within their theme of making things automatic.
Did you consider youth aging out of kinship care?
The panel agrees they need special consideration.
Many women with children are timing out of transition housing into homelessness. They are often
denied access to facilities because of mental health and addiction issues.
This group would be included in the recommendations, with guaranteed housing as the goal. We expect groups
with expertise will be able to help provide more detail on the needs for government to consider.
COMMENTS
Community-based organizations and schools must be supported to work in a preventive capacity with children
through to young adulthood, taking into account trauma and basic needs, not just a focus on getting youth
employed. Access to this kind of support, including MCFD response, varies drastically across the province.
Schools must be resourced to provide meals, more in-school support workers, child abuse prevention
programming, speech-language pathologists.
Many teens don’t get taken into care and are very much in need, becoming street involved and couch-surfing.
Adrienne noted that the coalition members may want to have a discussion in future about the recommendations
in the review report to further target the BC Child Opportunity Benefit to lower-income families.
6.

UPDATES FROM MEMBERS

BC Society of Transition Houses recently developed a 2-minute video to promote the Violence Is Preventable
(VIP) Program – a free, school-based violence prevention education initiative. You can watch the video here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rbmAyqqXh_o and email any questions to nicky@bcsth.ca
RCY - BC Youth in Care week is May 30-June 6th this year. https://www.bcchildandyouthincareweek.com/
7.

MEETING ADJOURNED

Time and date of next meeting
April 14, 2021, from 9:15 - 11:30 AM
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