COALITION MEETING MINUTES
ZOOM MEETING

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2020 9:15 TO 11:30 AM
PRESENT:
Gyda Chud, Coalition of Child Care Advocates (Chair)
Kathie Aitken, Shuswap Children’s Association
Zara Al-Zaim, DIVERSEcity
Robyn Alden, Family Support Institute, North East
Karen Blackman, MCFD, Centralized Screening
Joel Bronstein, Little Mountain Neighbourhood House
Tracey Beckett, Family Support Institute, Kelowna
Helena Browett, Community Services Maple Ridge
Kate Buium, Human Early Learning Partnership
Erika Cedillo, Inclusion BC
Dr. Jennifer Charlesworth, Representative for Children
and Youth
Carole Choi, Union Gospel Mission
Derek De Biasio, Crane Management Consultants
Bonnie Fallowfield, Family Support Institute, North East
Janet Fraser, Vancouver School Board
Etti Goldman, Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs
Audrey Hobbs-Johnson, Canadian Federation of University
Women, BC Council
Tracey Humphreys, BC EDAccess
Galen Hutcheson, Parent Advocacy Network for Public
Education
Saima Ijaz, Family Support Institute BC, Nanaimo
Sharnelle Jenkins-Thompson, West Coast LEAF
Garrett Jones, McCreary Centre
Carolyn Kamper, MCFD, Strategic Priorities
Caroline Kent, BCGEU, Component 3
Esther King, Family Support Institute
Mike Lally, DIVERSECITY
Kerry Lawson, Family Support Institute
Vera LeFranc, Elizabeth Fry Society of Greater Vancouver

1.

Brenda Lenahan, BC Families of Complex Kids
Heather Lynch, Options Community Services
Ashley McKay, Minister Mitzi Dean’s office
John Millar, Public Health Association of BC
Cheryl Mixon, First Call Steering Committee
Michelle Moloney, Elizabeth Fry Soc. of Greater Vancouver
Jean Moore, First Call Steering Committee
Chantelle Morvay-Adams, BC EDAccess
Mab Olomon, Coalition of Child Care Advocates
Dr. Charissa Patricelli, Family Physician
Nikita Perozak, University Women's Club Vancouver
Ben Postmus, Family Support Institute, Kootenays
Noemy Rodas, Options Community Services
Kristina Saito, Options Community Services
Karen Speijer, Family Support Institute, Fraser South
Calum Scott, Pacific Community Resources Society
Danielle Smith, MCFD, Early Years
Carole Anne Soong, University Women’s Club Vancouver
Jim Staton, Family Services of Greater Vancouver
Bobbi Taylor, Family Support Institute, Surrey
Faye Willick, DASH BC
Michelle Wywrot (on behalf of Joanne White, Executive
Director) MCFD, Practice Branch
Fionn Yaxley, BC Aboriginal Child Care Society
Boys and Girls Clubs of South Coast BC (cdeck@)
June Stewart
Susan Russell, First Call, Fostering Change
Helesia Luke, First Call
Adrienne Montani, First Call
Leila Trickey, Living Wage, Making Ends Meet
Anastasia French, First Call/Living Wage for Families

WELCOME, RECOGNITION OF INDIGENOUS LANDS, INTRODUCTIONS,
AGENDA

Gyda Chud, chairing, acknowledged we are meeting on the unceded traditional territories of the Musqueam,
Tsleil-Waututh and Squamish Nations, and calling in from many other First Nations territories. Introductions
were entered in the zoom chat box.
2.

FIRST CALL UPDATES/ CALLS TO ACTION

Living Wage for Families Campaign
Anastasia shared that they have certified another 10 employers, meaning there are now 210 certified Living
Wage Employers across BC.

322-312 Main Street, Vancouver BC, V6A 2T2
604 709 6970 TOLL FREE 1 800 307 1212 info@firstcallbc.org www.firstcallbc.org

QUESTION: How many non-profits are Living Wage Employers? Are they struggling because their funding has
often been frozen for many years?
ANSWER: There are 32 certified Living Wage non-profit employers. This represents the largest group of Living
Wage Employers. Over the past year, there has also been an increase in the number of Living Wage Employers
in other categories (notably construction) who would like to do business with Living Wage municipalities.
QUESTION: Are you doing anything to ensure that funders of non-profits include the cost of paying Living
Wages in their contracts?
ANSWER: Some granting agencies, such as the Vancouver Foundation, have communicated support for paying
living wages through their grants. We know that this doesn’t include MCFD or other provincial departments.
Virtual Gala
Tickets for our upcoming virtual gala are now on sale. This year, we will be awarding First Call’s Champion of
Child and Youth Rights Award to two people – former Finance Minister Carole James and Katherine McParland
(posthumously). The event will take place on Thursday, February 25th from 12:00-1:30 PM. Tickets are $25.
Buy your ticket today: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/virtual-gala-award-presentation-tickets-137484785695
ECD Roundtable
The next Early Childhood Development Roundtable meeting will be on Wednesday, February 17, from 9:30 AM12 PM. We have lots to discuss, including data on wait times for young children’s access to therapies, an update
from the Office of the Representative for Children and Youth, impacts of pandemic isolation measures on young
children, child care updates, and more. To see a full copy of the agenda, visit our website
https://firstcallbc.org/our-coalition/ecd-roundtable/ Please RSVP about your attendance to info@firstcallbc.org
Basic Income Review Report
An expert panel appointed by the Provincial Government look into whether or not BC should introduce a
Universal Basic Income. We have been in touch with the panel members and they have agreed to present their
key findings at the next coalition meeting.
Federal Budget Submission
The federal government is pre-budget 2021 consultation is open. First Call will be responding using the
recommendations directed to the federal government in the 2020 BC Child Poverty Report Card. If people have
additional points they’d like includes, please submit them to Adrienne – adrienne@firstcallbc.org Answer the
questionnaire and/or make a submission here: https://letstalkbudget2021.ca/pre_budget_consultations
Fostering Change Campaign
The Fostering Change Campaign met with the Minister of Child and Family Development (Mitzi Dean) on Feb 4th
and with Attorney General David Eby on Feb 8th related to extending the pandemic supports for youth
transitions and comprehensive and universal support both now and in the future. MCFD have now agreed to
extend the interim measures (extending shelter/housing agreements for youth past age 19, so no youth will lose
shelter during this time) until March 2022. This is a concrete step in creating a future in which no youth ages
out into homelessness. The Campaign has an upcoming meeting with Minister Bowinn Ma, who is also on
Treasury Board, to continue to educate decision-makers across government about needed youth transition
supports. We are seeing evidence and hearing directly that the suggestions made by young people with care
experience through our campaign is influencing provincial policy. There will be some youth-informed materials
distributed by the Ministry in the next weeks to outline the temporary housing and supports agreements and
ways youth can access them.
Work also continues with the National Council of Youth in Care Advocates on creating equitable standards for
transitions to adulthood for youth in care.
3.

JENNIFER CHARLESWORTH, REPRESENTATIVE FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH, LEFT OUT:
CHILDREN AND YOUTH WITH SPECIAL NEEDS IN THE PANDEMIC
https://rcybc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/CYSN_Report.pdf
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Jennifer presented her team’s report into the impact of COVID-19 on families with special needs.
The need for the report emerged from tracking advocacy requests and critical injury and death reports since the
pandemic began and seeing a significant increase in these requests and reports.
The RCY hosted four virtual gatherings with community partners (including First Call, Inclusion BC and
BCEdAccess, Family Support Institute, BC Association for Child Development and Intervention, Autism
Community Training, BC Families of Complex Kids, and others). They gathered data and carried out in-depth
interviews with ten families across BC.
During the election period, they carried out another survey to see if the COVID-19 emergency measures that
were introduced made a difference. They received 560 responses in three days. The survey and subsequent
gatherings with community partners found that the pandemic was amplifying existing systemic service
inadequacies, including regional inequities and inequities by diagnosis. There was also a disproportionate impact
on some families with existing vulnerabilities such as indigenous, lone parents and new immigrants. Some
families were so challenged with the lack of support that they considered putting their children in care.
The report describes other key revelations summarized on pages 21-22, each fleshed out in more detail in the
following pages. Eight points for immediate government action were identified, summarized on page 2 of the
report, including a one-year extension of all pandemic-related benefits and processes for CYSN families and
declaring CYSN families essential workers for the purposes of allowing them to access critically important
services during pandemic lockdowns. Another key recommendation is to immediately engage with community
partners about the new CYSN (Children and Youth with Support Needs) framework.
Dr Charlesworth ended with a screenshot from a video of Emiliano. To watch the full video please visit
=https://thetyee.ca/News/2021/01/14/Emiliano-Family-Finding-Support-Always-Hard/
QUESTIONS/COMMENTS
•

Was there any discussion on the need to increase CYSN line staff - many of them are involved with up
to 200 families?
ANSWER: Yes, this is a big issue, and one we’ve explored before. Some families didn’t even know that
they have a CYSN worker. However, for this report, we wanted to focus on the deeper, systemic issues
and changes.

•

Is there a timeframe for the new CYSN framework?
ANSWER: MCFD agree that the issues raised in the report are evidence of a broken system and there is
direction in the minister’s mandate letter to address this. The ministry is work as quickly as it can with
other ministries (Health and Education) to develop systemic solutions.

•

When families get emotional their experiences are diminished. The value that families have can be
discredited by professionals as “just family members”.
RESPONSE: Natural support networks need to be welcomed and the power imbalance with professionals
needs to be acknowledged.

•

Many parents are learning themselves that they’re neuro diverse. Helping them navigate their own
challenges within the system.

•

How do we keep these issues at the forefront?
ANSWER: We need to hold a certain amount of grace and patience. It can be hard for politicians if
there’s a “no win” situation. Should know that they can try and fail.

•

Families respite emergency measures are due to end in March. We are keen to share more experiences
and stories. If anyone has any film school contacts, then contact BC Families of Complex Kids.
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•

Did the issue of children who are in ministry care not getting visits with their parents due to COVID-19
come up?
ANSWER(S): This was an issue in some places but should have been addressed quickly. Reach out to
RCY if this is still an issue. Service provider: Service agencies shifted to virtual visits at first then
worked out how to do in-person visits.

•

With the finding around families placing children in care, did families or service providers speak about
how MCFD is approaching those conversations? Are they bringing this to the table as an option? How is
it being presented to the families?
ANSWER: I’ve seen a mix – sometimes it has catalysed support being made available for the family.
Other times it has been of real concern.

•

Families who have children with extra support needs who don't fall under CYSN criteria are falling
between the cracks and are desperate, especially those who are medically fragile and yet don't meet
nursing support criteria.

•

Wait lists for services are also a big problem.
MEMBER UPDATES

The Coalition of Child Care Advocates – are advocating for the introduction of a provincial wage grid to
address BC’s ECE shortage. They are also campaigning to speed up the movement of child care from MCFD to
Ministry for Education.
COMMENT: Education Assistants in schools should have a set of standards like ECEs do. What impact will the
moving of child care from MCFD to Ministry of Education have on this? www.eastandardsbc.ca
ANSWER: This is an important issue we should connect about. Families with children with extra support needs
often struggle to find spots in child care.
Inclusion BC – February is inclusive education month. They are hosting a webinar and 4 films about inclusive
education. “Disrupting misconceptions and forging pathways for students with developmental disabilities”.
https://inclusionbc.org/our-campaigns/inclusive-education/
McCreary Centre – The Youth Research Academy at McCreary is conducting a longitudinal study through a
survey of youth (ages 18-20) transitioning out of care in BC. Youth who participate will have the opportunity to
complete a survey about every six months and for each timepoint completed they will receive a $20 gift card as
honoraria. The study is scheduled to be open until at least 2023. Link to more information and the surveys:
https://mcs.bc.ca/youth_transitioning_out_of_care_study
Options Community Services – They are working with Royal Roads University and youth to research what a
youth integrated service hub (a “Foundry”) in Surrey could look like. They have developed a Memorandum of
Agreement to work together. Heather authored a report on the redesign of youth services through the lens of
young people with care experience and other youth allies: https://online.flippingbook.com/view/234882/ Some
interesting suggestions have been made, such as having ‘grandparents in residence’ and a non-competitive
atmosphere.
West Coast LEAF – Are hosting a webinar with Courthouse Libraries doing an overview of our BC Gender
Equality Report Card COVID Edition March 1. http://www.westcoastleaf.org/our-publications/covid-19-bcgender-equality-report-card/
BC Aboriginal Child Care Society - Have a Heart Day is February 14, 2021. The First Nations Caring Society
website has lots of information about why it is important to take part and examples of activities.
#HaveaHeartDay is a child and youth-led reconciliation event that brings together caring Canadians to help
ensure First Nations children have the opportunity to grow up safely at home, get a good education, be healthy,
and be proud of who they are. https://fncaringsociety.com/have-a-heart
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Ministers advisory council on children and youth with support needs is hiring:
https://www.bcpublicsectorboardapplications.gov.bc.ca/s/noticeofpositionDetail?nop=J-002
BCGEU - Webinar Dismantling Systemic Anti-Black Racism with an Equitable COVID Response & Recovery Plan
Join Canadian Labour Congress Executive Vice-President Larry Rosseau to mark Black History Month for a
discussion on dismantling systemic anti-Black racism through equitable, inclusive response and recovery efforts
that support Black workers and communities. Tuesday, February 23, 2021 10:00 AM PST
https://www.bcgeu.ca/black_history_month_events_and_resources
5.

MCFD update

Ashley McKay, Ministerial Advisor to Mitzi Dean, thanked the group for having her. She will share the main topics
from the meeting with Minister Dean.
Carolyn Kamper from MCFD provided an update on MCFD. She noted that CYSN now stands for Children and
Youth with Support Needs rather than “special needs”. MCFD is partnering with Telus on reduced cost cell phone
(or internet?) plans. She is keen to engage with First Call members and to ask for their help to spread
information to families.
For information on the new Minister's Advisory Council on Children and Youth with Support Needs:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca//gov/content/health/managing-your-health/child-behaviour-development/specialneeds/the-minister-s-advisory-council-on-children-and-youth-with-support-needs
Here is a link to the information on the supports for youth in care extension for another year:
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021CFD0007-000233
6.

MEETING ADJOURNED

Time and date of next meeting
March 10, 2021, from 9:15 - 11:30 AM
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