ECD ROUNDTABLE MINUTES
Via Zoom call

Wednesday, September 23, 2020
9:30 – 12:00 pm
IN ATTENDANCE
Emily Gawlick, Early Childhood
Educators of BC (Chair)
Alison Merton, Collingwood
Neighbourhood House
Marya McVicar, Métis Family
Services
Joanne Schroeder, HELP
Sana Fakih, Child Health BC
Joanne Chen, MOSAIC

Lynell Anderson, Coalition of
Child Care Advocates of BC
Dan Osiowy, New Westminster
Family Place
Janet Krenz, Vancouver Island
Public Health
Andrea Haber, City of
Vancouver
Dana Ypma, Raffi Foundation
for Child Honouring
Crystal Janes, Westcoast Child
Care Resource Centre

Helesia Luke, First Call
Adrienne Montani, First Call
(Recorder)
REGRETS
Ruanne Vent-Schmidt, BC
Children’s Hospital Research
Institute
Jan White and colleagues at
Ministry of Children and Family
Development

14 participants in attendance via Zoom.
1. Welcome, recognition of Indigenous lands and agenda
Emily Gawlick chairing.
•
•
•

Recognition of Indigenous lands
Introductions, regrets
Adoption of the agenda - Agenda approved with the addition of the impacts of the new BC
Lobbying Act on non-profit organizations.

2. Review of Previous Meeting Minutes – May 27, 2020 approved
•

Minutes approved. There were no actions arising from the May meeting.

3. ECD Sector Updates/Presentations/Discussions
•

COVID-19 updates and impacts on early childhood services – continued!
o New Westminster Family Place has just restarted drop-in programs for families using outdoor
spaces in parks. They do not require pre-registration and are having good numbers turning
out, e.g. 43 people this week. They are following public health COVID19 advice. Families are
incredibly vulnerable. This Family Place is also leaving their current space, as it is not
COVID19 safe and are renting other community spaces that can accommodate their
programs. MCFD is being flexible with contract deliverables. However, they have no
additional funding to cope with higher staffing requirements. They have received approval of
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pandemic pay top-ups for some staff.

o

Westcoast Child Care Resource Centre: Burnout is a big issue for frontline ECEs and
managers. Programs are experiencing resignations due to the emotional and physical stress
created by the pandemic.

o Child Health BC is working on a project with the Centre for Disease Control gathering data on
unintended consequences affecting children and youth. HELP has also been approached
about data they can contribute. The next BC Healthy Child Development Alliance meeting
(October 7th) will feature a presentation of HELP data. The Alliance’s working group on socialemotional development will be engaging a communications specialist to help with public
messaging.
o Collingwood Neighbourhood House is also seeing enormous stress on child care staff as they
navigate changing public health guidance re protocols. Many ECEs are feeling pushed to the
wayside again with the focus on re-opening the K-12 school system. ECEBC members report
feeling disheartened that their work is not respected.
o A private child care program had a COVID outbreak and had to shut down, leaving the owner
without income. This would not happen if there was a publicly-funded child care system that
didn’t rely on parent fees to survive.
o Métis Family Services is seeing a strong need for family programming such as play groups,
especially in Surrey and the Fraser Valley. They are adjusting to COVID safety protocols and
see this as a long-term context they’ll have to operate in. They are hiring a new infant
development worker and an elder for weekly family strengthening programming targeted to
children 6-8 years and their parents. Their funding is all from Métis Nation BC.
o The Representative for Children and Youth has been hosting a series of gatherings with
organizations supporting families with children with complex needs and disabilities around
COVID impacts. There will likely be a future report forthcoming that we can draw upon.
o News about changes at HELP – Joanne Schroeder is back working there for now, a search is
underway for a new director, with Martin Gunn serving as interim, and Pippa Rowcliffe has
left for a new position with the Representative’s office as Executive Director, Monitoring and
Strategic Initiatives.
o The early years table in Cowichan hasn’t met for awhile, but workshops are available focused
on children’s nutrition.
•

Provincial election advocacy for early childhood
o

The pandemic is highlighting that child care is essential and has exposed why a privatized,
parent-fee dependent non-system does not work for families or the economy. While much
has been done over the last 3 years to move child care in BC towards a public system, there

First Call ECD Roundtable meeting September 23, 2020
2|Page

is much more to do. Child care advocates are focused on the ‘just recovery’ needed that
includes child care investments. The federal throne speech today is awaited to see what is
promised. For the provincial election, advocates continue to call for increased funding to:
expand $10aDay programs across BC; implement a wage grid for ECEs, starting at $26/hour;
create more child care spaces that are public assets, just like schools.
https://www.10aday.ca/recovery
o

Make your pet an Instagram star! Join the popular Instagram activity #dogsforchildcare
#catsforchildcare. Send a picture of your pet, and their name, to info@10aday.ca, follow
10adaychildcare on Instagram and, if you haven't already, sign on to support $10aDay Child
Care at https://www.10aday.ca/add_your_name

o

First Call is looking for input on the issues to highlight and the questions for political parties
for the First Call Provincial Election toolkit. It will have to include some COVID context, such
as reference to the compounded early intervention or assessment wait times because of the
pandemic and the importance of better supporting children and families in any pandemic
recovery plan.

o

Discussion of the early childhood candidate questions in the 2017 Provincial Election Toolkit
and what needs to change or be added.

o

The toolkit should include the need for action to better support Indigenous children and
families in all the issues or questions. Inconsistent funding is a big issue for Indigenous
service organizations and programs. The deepening need of families that are really
struggling during the pandemic is apparent and these are the families having the most
difficulty accessing services, most isolated due to the closure of child care programs and
other services.

o

Another issue: Frontline shift workers, e.g. in retail, have unmet child care needs. Who is
caring for their children while they work graveyard shifts?

o

Discussion of the use of messages using the evidence of the return on the investment in
quality child care for the economy and child development. Economic arguments are in
response to “we can’t afford it” messages.

•

2020 BC Child Poverty Report Card
o

First Call will publish a 2020 Report Card this year. Adrienne outlined the challenges
presented by the use of different poverty measures by the First Call Report Card and
governments, and how the data being published this fall is from 2018, which doesn’t reflect
the added levels of income poverty and inequality due to COVID19. This makes family and
personal stories and quotes even more important. ECD Roundtable participants and other
service providers and community members are invited to contribute to our story bank being
created to illustrate families’ current struggles. Stories can use real names or pseudonyms.
We also can use short quotes from families or service providers.

o

The first annual government progress report to the Legislature on the BC Poverty Reduction
Strategy is ready but now delayed by the election period.
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•

BC’s New Lobby Transparency Act
o

o

Vantage Point is gathering signatories for a letter seeking a meeting with the provincial
government to discuss the onerous and chilling impacts of the new BC Lobby Transparency
Act on the non-profit service sector. Different interpretations of the Act are also causing
confusion. Social media activity is captured, e.g. tweets @ a minister, and monthly reporting
is proving to be a burden. First Call is registered under the new Act and we will sign the
letter.
View the letter here:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cVUKczfwNgyAJCnCWWeTczafhCl3ra9h

4. Member Updates and New Resources – covered above
•

ECEBC have launched their new website (https://www.ecebc.ca/) and, in collaboration with
Westcoast Child Care Resource Centre and others, the new BC Early Years Professional
Development Hub (https://bcearlyyearshub.ca/). They are updating various training, especially
Let’s Talk About Touching. The Early Care and Learning Recruitment and Retention Strategy
report is now also posted on their website: https://www.ecebc.ca/sector-initiatives/labourmarket

•

First Call will be transitioning out of our current hosting arrangement with Vancity Community
Foundation over the next year.

5. Future Meeting Venue and Dates
All meetings are scheduled for Wednesday mornings from 9:30 am to 12:00 pm.
November 18, 2020
Dates for 2021 will be schedule and circulated shortly.
Our regular in-person meetings at the Vancouver offices of the BC Government & Service
Employees Union are suspended until further notice due to the danger of spreading COVID-19. We
will be hosting virtual meetings using Zoom for the following dates until public health authorities
change their guidance about public meetings and social distancing.
Links to the Zoom calls will be sent out in advance of the meetings and posted to the First Call
website on this page. https://firstcallbc.org/our-coalition/ecdroundtable/
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