COALITION MEETING MINUTES
ZOOM MEETING

Coalition of Child Care Advocates

assistance included an increased exemption for families who care for a
dependent child with a disability that precludes a parent from working outside the home for more than 30 hours
per week starting on January 1, 2021.

The Campaign sent all BC MLA’s a holiday card and policy note urging action to extend pandemic supports for
youth in and from care. We continue to work closely with youth homelessness advocates across the province, as
the “stay in place” housing extension for youth turning 19 is set to expire on March 31 st. This includes reaching
out to members of BC’s Treasury Board for a commitment to extend housing supports as needed. So far MCFD
Minister Mitzi Dean and Attorney General and Minister for Housing, David Eby have agreed to meet with us. We
are planning to hold socially distanced stakeouts outside MLA offices to highlight youth homelessness.
Ask to members – What are they hearing from youth in/from care about the use of the extended pandemic
supports? If the supports are being used government may be more willing to extend them for a longer time.
Question: The recent report from the Representative for Children and Youth on transitions included
recommendations with a long timeframe for implementation, why?
Answer – Bronwyn from the RCY can put the questioner in touch with the report writer on those
recommendations. They try to be strategic with recommendations sometimes, even if it does seem slow. Susan
noted that Fostering Change was at the table helping to shape the report and there is a lot in there that we
agree with.
Living Wage for Families Campaign
We ended 2020 with 200 certified Living Wage Employers, certifying more employers than ever before, which is
particularly remarkable given the year that it has been. We will be meeting with Minister of Labour Harry Bains
next week.
First Call Virtual Gala
Our annual First Call gala will be taking place virtually on Thursday, February 25th at mid-day. This year, we will
be awarding First Call’s Champion of Child and Youth Rights Award to two people. Former MLA Carole James is
being honoured for her many decades of work and for implementing the BC Child Opportunity Benefit as
Finance Minister. Katherine McParland will be posthumously honoured for her unwavering advocacy on behalf of
youth in and from care and her leadership to end youth homelessness in BC. Stay tuned for more information on
how to book tickets!
Working Group on Child Sexual Exploitation and Trafficking
At an earlier coalition meeting, First Call agreed to set up a working group looking at child sexual exploitation
and trafficking. However, we haven’t been able to start this yet because of reduced staffing capacity and getting

the Child Poverty Report Card published. If you’re interested in being involved, please let Adrienne know and
she can include you in it when the first meeting is called.
COMMENT: BCASW has 2 members working on trafficking and are developing a webinar which we can update
you on.

