ANNUAL REPORT
JANUARY 2019 - JUNE 2020

322-312 Main Street Vancouver, BC, V6A 2T2 | 604-709-6970 | info@firstcallbc.org

FIRST CALL: BC CHILD AND
YOUTH ADVOCACY COALITION

18 MONTHS IN REVIEW

| 02

In these extraordinary times advocacy for
children, youth and their families has
never been more important.
This year, First Call is reporting on activities
over an eighteen month period beginning in
January 2019 and ending June 2020.
We chose to add the first half of 2020 in
order to report on the coalition’s work with
respect to children, youth and their families
during the COVID19 pandemic.

And we worked with our federal partners to
urge government to ensure access to
healthcare for all people regardless of
immigration and citizenship status.
In June 2020, in partnership with Campaign
2000 and provincial/territorial partners, we
issued a special report examining the
overrepresentation of Black, racialized and
Indigenous families with children among

We know that First Call’s voice – the

Canada’s poorest families. We called for

collective voice of our members – has been

government, civil society and indeed, all of us

critical during COVID 19 as we called on

to take action – meaningful action to right

decision-makers to put children and youth

historic wrongs and ensure Black Canadians

first.

and their families can live and thrive free from

First Call has called for a BC Children’s

systemic discrimination and fear of violence.

Safety and Wellness Task Force in response

In the spring of 2019, as First Call's Steering

to children’s health; a moratorium on youth

Committee met to develop the strategic plan

aging out of care during the pandemic, and

that would guide our work over the next three

better support and housing for youth who

years, we could not have imagined the

have already aged out of care; higher

challenges we would face only a few months

employment standards for children and

later.

youth; and emergency income support from
the federal government and a CERB
amnesty plan for low-income families going
forward.

We know however that a renewed commitment
to the well-being of children, youth and their
families is imperative. First Call's foundational
work on the Four Keys to Success: a strong

In our provincial budget submissions we

commitment to early childhood development;

urged government to put children and youth

support in transitions from childhood to youth

first with key recommendations informed by

and adulthood; increased economic equality;

our 2019 and 2020 Child Poverty Report

and safe and caring communities are just as

Cards.

relevant now as twenty years ago.
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WE GREW...

TO 110 MEMBERS AND 76 MONTHLY DONORS
WE ENGAGED...
156 media news articles
1,658 Facebook followers
Over 4,200 Twitter followers
Over 35,000 website users and 70,000
page views
Over 2,200 newsletter subscribers

WE PUBLISHED...
2 Annual BC Child Poverty Report Cards
6 op-eds
7 government submissions
52 online newsletters
1 federal election toolkit

WE CELEBRATED...
BC's New Child Opportunity Benefit
set to begin in October 2020. First
Call is happy to have played a role in
this improved benefit.
After over fifteen years of First Call
advocacy, in 2019 the BC
government legislated better
employment standards for under 15s
in the workplace.

WE CONVENED...
7 Early Childhood Development
Roundtable meetings
17 Coalition meetings and public
forums
Hosted over 420 First Call Gala
Dinner guests
39 presentations for 9,500+
participants
30 meetings with elected
representatives and policy-makers
1 all-candidates meeting

FOSTERING CHANGE CAMPAIGN...
Hosted the 3rd Annual Policy
Solutions Day bringing youth to
Victoria to meet with and MLAs other
decision-makers
Hosted the 3rd Annual 19th Birthday
Celebration for youth at Vancouver
City Hall

THE LIVING WAGE FOR FAMILIES
CAMPAIGN...
53 new certified living wage
employers
Initiated the Making Ends Meet
Participatory Research Project
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WE AWARDED...

THE CHAMPION OF CHILD AND
YOUTH RIGHTS AWARD
Each year at our First Call Fundraising Gala,
First Call recognizes someone with the
Champion of Child and Youth Rights Award for
their inspiring and important advocacy on
behalf of BC's children and youth.
The 2020 award went to Karen Isaac. Under
Karen's leadership, the BC Aboriginal Child
Care Society (BCACCS) helped oversee the
creation of 800 new licensed child care spaces
in 57 BC First Nations communities.
In 2019, the award went to Katie Hyslop.
Katie is a distinguished journalist with the
Tyee and was recognized for her extensive
work on education, foster care, Indigenous
issues, housing and poverty.

A SPECIAL HONOR...

FOR ADRIENNE
In December 2019, First Call's Provincial
Coordinator, Adrienne Montani, was
awarded the Medal of Good Citizenship by
the Province of BC for her tireless work on
behalf of children, youth and their families.
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We are grateful for the financial support we receive from:

And a special thanks to our members and individual donors.
If you are a British Columbia-based organization that believes in putting children and
youth first, we invite you to join the First Call coalition. For more information, please
email us at info@firstcallbc.org.

First Call is located on unceded Indigenous land belonging to the Coast Salish peoples, including the territories of the xʷməθkwəy̓əm
(Musqueam), Skwxwú7mesh (Squamish), Stó:lō (Stolo) and Səl̓ílwətaʔ/Selilwitulh (Tsleil-Waututh) nations.

