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hild care crisis, eliminate wait times for children with
developmental challenges, increase funding for parent support programs, and focus on enhancing the
provincial early childhood tax benefit as a method to reduce child and family poverty.

Elizabeth Fry is originally known for its work with women exiting prison. In 1959, Elizabeth Fry created
the methadone treatment program and for decades was the only group that worked with women using
this treatment. Elizabeth Fry also opened the first women’s homeless shelter for women with children
and won the separation of men/women and boys/girls in prison.
Elizabeth Fry’s gender-responsive programs are designed to address the four sisters of trauma and
violence: addiction, mental illness, homelessness and incarceration. Their approach is to look at
problems and how to deconstruct them. Forty percent of their clients are Indigenous.
One issue of concern is ‘highly mobile children’ who struggle without community and peers and
sometimes don’t even attend school, often for long periods. Failure to attend school should not be
seen as a child protection issue, as missing school is not listed in section 13 of the Child, Family and
Community Service Act. The responsibility instead is on a school superintendent to ensure
attendance, but there’s no mechanism to enforce that. Children are being denied their right education
as promised in the UNCRC, and this disconnection from school has extremely harmful impacts. There
are also health and development issues related to homeless children’s poor sleep.
Similarly, women should not be criminalized because their children don’t attend school. A woman
living in a shelter can’t afford two-way transit trips to accompany children to school, and there’s no
reflection of that in assistance rates. Other jurisdictions (UK & USA) support transportation costs for

homeless children to stay connected to school. If school attendance were to be incentivized through
transit subsidy, we would start to see impact in where families are placed.
Until 2007 there was no recognition of homeless children; they’re counted now, but they are still not
recognized in planning or shelter funding, e.g. the extra costs related to infants. Similarly, health
authority performance reports don’t count children when parents access services.
In 2008, the BC government stopped funding shelters for homeless women and children

women tend to enter drug
treatment far later than men and to hide from child protection workers to avoid apprehension.

Children need to start to be considered in homelessness policy responses at the provincial and federal
levels. E.g. housing First (federal policy) caseload guidelines ignore the workload related to highneeds children. Homeless children’s needs for food, shelter, transportation, and inclusive addictions
treatment (staying with their parent) all need to be recognized in caseloads and in policy. Canada is
also the only Commonwealth country that doesn’t recognize the special support needs of children of
incarcerated parents.
E. Fry is working with New Westminster MP Peter Julian to draft a petition which can be brought to the
coalition for signature and shared with other BC MPs. Every 15 names on a petition allows an MP to
speak to an issue in parliament, and more names means more speaking time.
Discussion ensured about the many levels of advocacy needed to ensure policy recognizes that
homeless children have special needs that need to be addressed. First Call will work with E. Fry to
develop a policy brief canvassing the current situation and the policies that need change related to
responding to homeless children’s special needs in many regards (education, shelter, health) and
support for their mothers. Follow-up would then involve engagement with relevant ministries and
ministers and a multi-faceted public awareness campaign, working with coalition members and allies
from many sectors.
Members expressing interest in being part of a working group for this campaign included Spirit of the
Children, BCGEU, Dr. Charissa Patricelli, University Women’s Club, and Jean Moore. Other
suggestions included engaging education partners, working with the Representative for Children and
Youth office, and possibly the BC Non-Profit Housing Association. First Call staff will work with Shawn
on developing the brief and then put out a call for participation in a working group meeting.

