firstcall MAY 9, 2017

BC CHILD AND YOUTH

ADVOCACY COALITION PROVINCIAL ELECTION
PARTY RESPONSES

First Call sent questions to all three of the major political parties in BC, so our coalition members can evaluate each candidate based on their
commitment to putting BC’s children and youth first. We have included the responses in their entirety, prefaced with a summary in bold.

These questions came from First Call’s 2017 Provincial Election Toolkit which can be found here. Because the BC NDP answered all questions
included in First Call's Toolkit, their additional responses can be found at the bottom of this document.

Follow the links below to the BC Green Party, BC Liberal Party and BC NDP websites to see each party’s respective platform in full detail.
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http://firstcallbc.org/publications/2017-provincial-election-toolkit/
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/greenpartybc/pages/2300/attachments/original/1493054476/2017-platform-bcgreenparty-print.pdf
https://www.bcliberals.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/2017-Platform.pdf
https://action.bcndp.ca/page/-/bcndp/docs/BC-NDP-Platform-2017.pdf

Key 1: A Strong Commitment to
Early Childhood Development

Early childhood is a crucial, time-limited period of human development, and data from BC’s Early Development Instrument shows increasing risks of
less than optimal development among young children. Without supportive public policy and needed services, young families are stressed by the
demands of caring and earning. All young children and their families should be able to access the early childhood development supports and
services that they need. We know what will help and are looking for political commitment.

QUESTION: Funding for early childhood intervention programs hasn’t increased since 2006 and yet agencies are being asked to respond to a

broader range of growing and increasingly complex child and family needs. In BC, an estimated 5,000 preschoolers with special needs are on wait
lists for urgently needed therapies and services that support early development. Many children “age out” before ever accessing early childhood
intervention services. If elected, will your party commit to support an immediate provincial investment to end wait lists for early intervention
therapies and supports for all children with special needs and their families?
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Summary: First Call encourages all 3 parties
to learn more here about how they can
increase support for early childhood
interventions.

Full response: A B.C. Green Government will
enhance supports for children and families,
particularly through significant investments in
youth mental health services, public education
and early childhood education. We will work
with stakeholders, including front-line service
delivery agencies, Indigenous people, local
governments, educators, and community not-
for-profit agencies to ensure that children’s
needs are met and that essential services and
supports are in place.

We will establish a Ministry responsible for
mental health and addictions, which will be
responsible for developing and implementing

Summary: First Call encourages all 3 parties
to learn more here about how they can
increase support for early childhood
interventions.

Full response: Yes. Today’s BC Liberals have
committed almost $800 million in new funding
over three years to support families,
individuals, and children most in need. This
includes $120 million for family supports and
reunification, culturally appropriate services,
and additional staff within Indigenous
communities that will begin to address the
recommendations of Grand Chief Ed John's
report on Indigenous Child Welfare.

Our government’s 2017 budget provides the
Ministry of Children and Family Development
with an additional $332 over three years —

Summary: First Call encourages all 3 parties
to learn more here about how they can
increase support for early childhood
interventions.

Full response: From her time as Minister of
Education to today, Christy Clark has been in
a never-ending fight against the success of
our children in public schools. The
deterioration of learning conditions in our
classrooms is a direct result of the BC Liberal
government’s confrontational and destructive
education policies - instead of investing in kids
and classrooms, Christy Clark chose to spend
millions of our tax dollars fighting B.C.'s
teachers in court. BC Liberal cuts to education
and specifically to support to children with
special needs have meant more and more
children are not getting the one-on-one time



http://inclusionbc.org/sites/default/files/InclusionBC-2017ElectionToolkit.pdf
http://firstcallbc.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/ECD-Call-to-Action-FirstCall-2015-01.pdf
http://firstcallbc.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/ECD-Call-to-Action-FirstCall-2015-01.pdf
http://firstcallbc.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/ECD-Call-to-Action-FirstCall-2015-01.pdf

a strategy based on the recommendations of
the Auditor General, and a Youth Mental
Health Strategy for early detection of and
support for mental health illness. We will
allocate $80 million for initiatives including
early intervention, youth mental health
initiatives and community-based centres for
mental health and rehabilitation.

A B.C. Green Government will implement an
Integrated Primary Care model specific to
Youth and Mental Health so that patients and
their families can easily navigate resources in a
supportive environment, and support
innovative community-based options for
responding to the needs of young people
with special needs and their families.

building on a $72 million increase last year.
This new funding will allow the Ministry to hire
more front-line child protection workers,
strengthen programs and services, and reduce
wait lists.

and attention they need. As a result of the
Supreme Court decision, the BC Liberal
government was forced to put money back in
classrooms where it belongs, and kids in the
public school system will finally start to receive
the support Christy Clark’s government
refused to give for 15 years.

We need to improve learning conditions for
our children with particular focus on students
with special needs, Aboriginal students and
ESL students. John Horgan and the BC NDP
believe that the best way to build a strong
economy for today and tomorrow is to invest
in the success of all our kids, and unlike the
BC Liberals, we don’t need the Supreme
Court to tell us to fund education properly.




QUESTION: BC families are faced with a lack of access to quality care, unaffordable high fees and the risk of putting their children in unlicensed and

unsafe care arrangements. Many families put their unborn children on wait lists for infant-toddler care only to watch their children age out of
eligibility before they receive a space. If elected, will your party implement the $10aDay Child Care Plan to begin addressing the child care

crisis facing BC families with young children?
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Summary: No.

Full response: The B.C. Greens' Lifelong
learning strategy recognizes that the cost of
living has increased exponentially, while
incomes have not. Parents and families are
feeling the squeeze and need bolder solutions
so they can raise their children without the
stress of paying for costly childcare. The B.C.
Greens will re-establish Government
responsibility to adequately educate children,
combat child poverty and help children
overcome educational disadvantages, through
historic investments into early childhood
education and childcare. Our comprehensive
program for early childhood education and
childcare will provide:

* Up to 25 hours free early childhood
education per week for three and four year
olds;

* Free daycare for working parents with
children under three;

* Up to $500 per month for families with
children under three and a stay at home
parent.

Early childhood education funding will rise
from $495 million in 2017/18 to $1.38 billion
in 2020/21. The initial focus will be on publicly

Summary: No.

Full response: Our priority is to create more
childcare spaces. And that's what we are
doing. Since 2014, we've added 4,300 more
childcare spaces through our BC Early Years
Strategy. And we have committed to create
another 5,000 new spaces in the 2017 budget,
putting us on track to fulfill our goal of 13,000
new spaces by 2020.

The real challenge is making sure there are
enough spaces to cut through waitlists, and
making sure there are enough child care
workers to provide a safe environment for kids
to thrive. Artificially subsidizing this process
damages the system parents rely on. In
addition to the high cost of more than $1.5
billion dollars a year, the NDP's plan would
subsidize people who can already afford to
pay. Imagine — a child care system where
people making a million dollars a year qualify
for a handout from your tax dollars. What's
worse, under the BC Greens' plan, even
millionaires would pay nothing at all.

We believe in helping out those who need
help the most. That's why our Single Parent
Employment Initiative has helped over 4,600

Summary: Yes.

Full response: Quality, affordable childcare
will help parents get back to work, strengthen
our economy and improve the lives of BC
families. But Christy Clark and the BC Liberals
have consistently chosen tax cuts for
millionaires over affordable childcare, even
when the federal government has offered
support. It's time to build a better BC, with
affordable childcare. John Horgan and the BC
NDP believe that it's time families have an
affordable universal child care program in BC
and we're going to work toward a $10 a day
program. The BC NDP endorses the work of
The Coalition of Child Care Advocates of BC
and the Early Childhood Educators of BC. The
$10 a day plan will pay for itself over time by
empowering parents with the choice to
continue their careers, boosting our economy.



http://www.10aday.ca/

operated spaces for early childhood
education/preschool for three to four year
olds. These investments will bring economic
and social benefits for parents, and in
particular women, from being able to more
easily re-enter the workforce. They also invest
in our future generations, giving our children
the right start that they need in their lives.

single moms and dads with the cost of
childcare and other expenses while they
receive job training and transition from
income assistance into rewarding careers.

Finally, the federal government in their recent
budget prioritized spaces for their childcare
investment and we would look to work with
them to maximize the number of new spaces
we can in BC.

Today’s BC Liberals will continue investing in
childcare programs designed to provide the
greatest assistance to families that need it
most while ensuring that we keep taxes low
and create jobs through a strong, diverse
economy.




Key 2: Support in Transitions from
Childhood to Youth and Adulthood

Children and youth experience increased vulnerability in times of transition, particularly with the developmental transitions of adolescence, and may
need extra support to navigate them safely. Stressful transitions include family changes such as divorce or separation of or from parents. Dealing
with a mental iliness, being new to Canada or coming to terms with a minority sexual or gender identity are other examples of circumstances and
transitions that require extra support. BC’'s youth all need a strong safety net of universal and targeted programs and services to be there for them
when times get tough.

QUESTION: Because youth transitioning out of foster care don’t have the family support other young people can rely on, they often need extra
support in establishing a home of their own, finding employment and pursuing further education. Will your government increase funding beyond

current levels for youth aging out of foster care so they can get consistent financial support, create long-term relationships with caring,
dependable adults, and build stronger community connections?
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Summary: Yes. Summary: Yes.

Full response: A B.C. Green government will Full response:
significantly increase funding for youth aging
out of care. Current support for youth aging
out of foster care is completely inadequate,
and leads to significant adverse consequences | Full response:
for these youth and for society as a whole.

A B.C. Green government will introduce a
basic income support for youth aged 18 to 24
who are transitioning out of foster care,
informed by the recent report by the
Vancouver Foundation, which advocates for



http://www.fosteringchange.ca/

