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Resolution in Support of Jordan’s Principle 

 

Background on Jordan’s Principle 
 

The “jurisdictional debate” between the federal and 

provincial/territorial governments relates to a long-standing 

disagreement over which government has the ultimate legislative, 

constitutional, fiscal, and moral responsibility for the provision of 

services to First Nations children.  This debate has resulted in First 

Nations children falling through the “cracks” and being denied 

services entirely based on their race and place of residence. 

 

In 2005, a child-centered alternate dispute mechanism/principle was 

proposed entitled Jordan’s Principlei.  This Principle ensures that 

First Nations children are no longer denied services that they are 

entitled to.  Under this Principle the government or 

ministry/department of first contact must pay for the services 

without delay or disruption.  The paying government can then refer 

the matter to a jurisdictional dispute mechanism. 

 

The Principle is named in honour of a young Manitoba boy who 

died in hospital while the Federal and Provincial governments 

argued over who would pay for his specialized care (close to his 

home community).   Sadly, at the age of 5, Jordan passed away – he 

never got to go home. 

 

Further information on Jordan’s story and the national advocacy 

campaign in support of Jordan’s Principle can be found on the First 

Nations Child and Family Caring Society of Canada website:  

www.fncfcs.com/home.html and the Many Hands, One Dream 

website: 

www.manyhandsonedream.ca/english/AdvocacyCampaign.html. 

 

Government and Community Support  

 

On December 12, 2007, the House of Commons voted unanimously 

in support of BC Member of Parliament Jean Crowder's private 

member’s bill to adopt Jordan’s Principle. The bill stated, "That, in 

the opinion of the House, the government should immediately adopt 

a child first principle, based on Jordan's Principle, to resolve 

jurisdictional disputes involving the care of First Nations children.” 

 

http://www.fncfcs.com/home.html
http://www.manyhandsonedream.ca/english/AdvocacyCampaign.html
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The Hon. Ted Hughes in his B.C. Children and Youth Review recommended that the Federal and Provincial 

governments address the jurisdictional issuesii.  BC’s Representative for Children and Youth recently 

echoed this recommendation and called upon the provincial government to implement Jordan’s Principleiii. 

 

In January 2008, Premier Gordon Campbell stated publicly that his government fully supports the principle 

and will work with the federal government and First Nations to make sure children will get the first call and 

be put at the centreiv.  The February 2008 Throne Speech stated that the principle will be put into action and 

that no Aboriginal child should be put at risk due to jurisdictional disputes. 

 

To date, over 1500 organizations have signed a petition in support of Jordan’s Principle. 

http://www.fncfcs.com/more/jordansPrinciple.php 

 

 

First Call Resolution of Support 

 

As a coalition of provincial and regional organizations and mobilized communities across British Columbia, 

First Call’s partners endorse the 4 Keys to Success for Children and Youth: 

 

 A strong commitment to early childhood development; 

 Support in transitions from childhood to youth to adulthood; 

 Increased economic equality; 

 Safe and caring communities. 

 

First Call’s partner organizations feel strongly that Jordan’s Principle, a child-first principle for resolving 

jurisdictional disputes involving the care of First Nations children, positively contributes to our commitment 

to safe and caring communities.  Therefore, be it resolved that: 

 

As a Coalition, First Call supports the full implementation of Jordan’s Principle through legislation.  We 

call on the government of British Columbia to follow through on its commitment to supporting Jordan’s 

Principle by: 

 

 Bringing a bill to the provincial legislature for a vote that confirms British Columbia’s commitment to 

implementing a child first principle, based on Jordan's Principle, to resolve jurisdictional disputes 

involving the care of First Nations children without disrupting services to or negatively impacting the 

quality of life of First Nations children; 

 Including in the proposed bill a commitment to immediate implementation of the principle when the 

dispute is between provincial ministries; 

 Including in the proposed bill a timeline for concluding negotiations with the federal government on the 

implementation of the principle in the case of federal-provincial disputes; 

 Working on an ongoing basis to ensure adequate support and care for First Nations children across 

ministries and jurisdictions. 

 

First Call resolves to continue advocating for the full implementation of Jordan’s Principle until satisfied 

that the needs of First Nations children in BC will no longer be compromised by jurisdictional disputes.  

First Call recognizes the complexities of implementing Jordan’s Principle and looks forward to supporting 

and contributing to the process of successful implementation at the provincial level.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.fncfcs.com/more/jordansPrinciple.php
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Procedure for making decisions on First Call Policy (2001) 
 

The participants in the monthly Coalition Meetings of First Call make decisions using the following 

consensus model.  Full discussion is afforded, usually over several weeks. 

 

 That policy and priority decisions in First Call are made by the participants in the monthly Coalition 

Meetings. 

 

 All major items will be announced in advance.  Those who are not able to attend the meeting may send 

their comments in writing at least one day before the meeting.  These will be read at the meeting. 

 

 First Call will strive for consensus where possible.  When there is strong division, the item will be 

deferred to another meeting to reflect, get more information, have committee work done, etc. 

 

 Where consensus cannot be reached and a decision must be made, a minimum 85% majority of those in 

attendance is required for a decision to carry. 

 
 

                                                 
i Kelly A. MacDonald & Kylie Walman, Jordan’s Principle: A Child First Approach to Jurisdictional Issues, Chapter 3 in 

WEN:DE We are Coming to the Light of the Day (FNCSC, 2005). 

 
ii Hon. Ted Hughes, B.C. Children and Youth Review: An Independent Review of B.C.’s Child Protection System (April 7, 2006). 

Recommendation No. 14. 

 
iii Representative for Children and Youth, 2007 Progress Report on the Implementation of the Recommendations of the BC Child 

& Youth Review (Nov. 26, 2007), p. 9.  

 
iv “Premier backs rule to aid native kids in need,” Vancouver Sun, January 25, 2008. 


